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					Ecofriendly, sustainable, beautiful people, finger-licking gastronomy, fantastic weather, extraordinary nature: Cali has it all, so why wouldn’t you be dancing in the streets? 
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				Welcome

			

		

		
			
				With the colours of autumn now fully taking hold and dark chilly nights upon us in the Northern Hemisphere, we now head into the Christmas season. On a human front, it has been a horrible year to see yet again so many needlessly suffer for political capital and corrupt politicians, but what has been heartwarming is the amount of good people taking to the streets to echo the voices of those suffering and to fight for peace for all. To see the rise of the global south has brought hope. The West’s hypocrisy has been seen for what it really is along with the mainstream media and its propaganda reporting differently on different conflicts depending on the people/countries involved. It has certainly opened everybody’s eyes in the search for the real truth and that can only be a good thing moving forward.

				I feel the more we travel to see and explore other countries and understand other cultures, the more we realise that we have so much more in common with each other than 

				politicians would have you believe. With that in mind, Jane brings you the colours and flavours of South America with her visit to Cali, Colombia and Peter and I head out to the Red Sea, Egypt to bring you a wonderful golf destination. It’s a busy issue for Peter as he also brings you a taste of the deep American south in another one of his amazing photo essays, and hotel and spa reviews from California and Ireland.

				There are also golf equipment reviews from Hogan Golf and Titleist along with tips on how to improve your golf game over the winter months with ProTips from Paul and Shain. 

				With Christmas in mind, we also bring 24 Christmas gift ideas for that golfer or traveller in your life. With all that said, myself and the team wish you and your families a wonderful festive season, and raise our glasses of spiced mulled wine to all of you. May the new year bring you love, joy, health and happiness, but most of all for the sake of those suffering I pray for an end to this genocide. May your god bless you all.

			

		

		
			
				Interactive links

				By clicking on the interactive links on the cover headlines, contents headlines or section opening image will take you to the start of each feature and by clicking on the word contents at the bottom of each page this will take you straight back to the contents page. 

				There are also links that will take you to video reviews and links on our adverts that will take you directly to their websites. All this means you don’t have to scroll through the magazine – unless you want to – just a click will take you to the feature you are looking for.
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				Meet the team

				Editor

				James Mason

				Art Director

				Jimmy Kennedy

				Associate Editor

				Peter Ellegard

				Hotel and Spa Editor

				Charmaine Hibbert

				Features Editor

				Jane Finn

				Contributing travel writers

				Kukua Akumanyi

				Iesha Hinds

				Bernadette Kennedy

				Stephanie Mason

				General enquiries

				enquiries@planetgolfreview.com 
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				Follow us on social media by clicking on the logo below or add us using our username

				Instagram: @planetgolfreview

				Twitter: @planetgolfrview

				YouTube: James Mason Planetgolfreview

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		
		
			
				[image: ]
			

		
		
			
				[image: ]
			

		
	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				3 PlanetGolfReview |  Contents

			

		

		
			
				
					.com

				

			

			
				
					view

				

			

		

		
			
				revie

			

		

		
			
				contents

			

		

		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						7

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						10

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						17

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						30

					

				

			

		
		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					
						44

					

				

			

		
		
			
				p 4 Christmas gift ideas

					Whether you are looking for golf, travel 

					gadgets or ethically sourced gift ideas for your 

					loved ones, we have got you covered with 

					24 gift ideas

				p 7 Impressions of Louisiana

					This month Peter takes his Canon camera and 

					captures the vibrant sounds, colours and people 

					from the Pelican State

				p 10	Cali, Colombia

					Dancing her way around this wonderful 

					ecofriendly city, Jane brings to life the must sees 

					and dos when you head to Cali

					p 17 Red Sea, Egypt

					The Red Sea is a beautiful part of Egypt and has 

					world-renowned diving, but what you probably 

					didn’t know is that it has some wonderful 

					golf courses and possibly some of the best 

					practice facilities anywhere in the world

					p 30 Equipment & Apparel Reviews

					Featuring the latest releases from Hogan Golf 

					and Titleist

					p 41 Pro Tips

					Paul and Shain bring you tips to play out of wet 

					sand during the winter and how to create 

					separation for more power

					p 44 Stay, Play & Spa

					Whether for a long weekend or an expended 

					holiday, we bring you two hotel reviews that we 

					know you will enjoy in California and Ireland
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				Hogan Golf PTx Tour 

				4-PW irons

				£821.53 / €957.50 / $1,024.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Titleist GT2 driver

				£579 / €699 / $649

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Abacus Ladies Hoylake 

				Thermo Midlayer

				£89 / €116 / $106

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Hogan Golf FW-817 

				ladies set

				£369.99 / €440.99 

				/ $499.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Adidas Codechaos 25

				£140 / €180 / $180

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Summer at Tangents

				£8.99 / €11.42 

				/ $11.63

				Click here
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					Click here for Review
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				Hogan Golf junior sets

				£139.99 / €379 / $399

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				
					Click here for Review
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				Shot Scope V5 GPS watch

				£239.99 / €329.99 / $299.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				
					Click here 

					for Review

				

			

		
		
			
				24 gift ideas

			

		

		
			
				Searching for the perfect golf, 

				travel or ethically sourced gift ideas? Don’t worry, 

				we’ve got you covered 
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				Aluminum hand grip waterproof selfie stick – extendable 

				£9.89 / €15.99 / $13.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				In Flight 

				phone holder

				£14.99 / €13.99 / $8.99

				Click here 

			

		

		
			
				Packing Cubes in black

				set of 4

				£50 / €60 / $65.50

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Zedo foldable bluetooth keyboard

				£21.95 / €23.99 / $26.99

				Click here
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				Leather Tech roll organiser

				£59 / €70.99 / $78

				Click here
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				Portable digital handheld weight scale

				£7.99 / €10.99 / $12.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Sony WH-1000XM5 headphones

				£299 / €368.99 / $399.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				ATUVOS tags two pack

				£22.99 / €23.99 / $27.99

				Click here 
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				Zaytoun Hamper 

				£24.95 / €15.99 / $13.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Ceramic Floral 

				Candle Holder

				£9.95 / €13.99 / $8.99

				Click here 

			

		

		
			
				Dalit Spices Gift Set & Recipe 

				Book - 12 Spices

				£45.95 / €60 / $65.50

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Bethlehem A Celebration of 

				Palestinian Food

				£28 / €23.99 

				/ $26.99

				Click here
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				Green People Mens Skincare 

				Heroes Gift Set

				£47.99 / €70.99 / $78

				Click here
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				Edinburgh Preserves Forest Gift Set

				£31.95 / €10.99 / $12.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Green People Oy! 

				My Skin Goals

				£42 / €368.99 / $399.99

				Click here

			

		

		
			
				Palestine on a plate cook book

				£25 / €23.99 / $27.99

				Click here 
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				Impressions from Louisiana
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				Left: Bourbon Street, New Orleans

				Right: Hearse made by prisoners, Louisiana State Penitentiary (Angola Prison) Museum

			

		

		
			
				Left: Louisiana State Penitentiary (Angola Prison) Museum sign

				Far left: Maison Bourbon, New Orleans
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				Right: Jazz on Bourbon Street
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				Left: St Charles Streetcar, New Orleans

				Right: Arnaud’s Restaurant, New Orleans
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				Impressions from Louisiana
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				Below: Live oak trees, St Francisville

				Right: Tabasco barrels, Avery Island, New Iberia

			

		

		
			
				Above: Signpost, Tabasco factory, Avery Island

				Right: Alligator eating a golf ball statue, TPC Louisiana, New Orleans

			

		

		
			
				Left: West Feliciana Railroad caboose, St Franscisville
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				Above: West Feliciana Court House, St Francisville
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				Impressions from Louisiana

			

		

		
			
				Above: Atchafalaya Swamp sunset

				Left: Power plant chimney stacks, New Orleans

				Right: Bayou Terrebonne Distillers, Houma

				Below: NOLA Distillery, New Orleans

			

		

		
			
				Left: Bald eagle, Little Bayou Sorrel, Morgan City

				Below: Jazz pioneer Kid Ory’s residence, New Orleans

				Bottom right: Grandmother’s Buttons shop, St Francisville

			

		

		
			
				See more of Peter Ellegard’s work on Instagram 

				@peterellegard or peterellegard.co.uk
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					Dancing in the streets

				

			

			
				
					Join Jane as she dances her way through the Capital City of Valle del Cauca, Cali, in Colombia
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				Cali is hot, hot, hot in more ways than one, but before this trip, Columbia’s third largest city wasn’t even on my radar. A bit like Cinderella, she lives in the shadows of her sisters, Bogotá, Medellín and Cartagena. Colombians who don’t hail from here consider her a bit gritty, not as charming as her siblings. But beneath the surface I discover a bold beauty and a wildly beating heart that strikes a chord within me. A place where I can easily find my rhythm.

				Slowly I adjust to the heat and humidity. In comparison, Bogotá was much cooler and no matter the time of day, the roads were congested. Here traffic flows like the seven rivers that run through the city. And unlike Medellín, most of the heritage architecture has been preserved, often interspersed with modern apartment and office towers, creating an eclectic urban landscape. 

				I’m surrounded by greenery, and I’m particularly impressed by the wide boulevards that are protected by ancient and revered Ceiba trees whose massive canopies shelter more than 562 species of birds. The fact that variety on this scale exist in a city of three million people is a bit shocking but not when you realise that Colombia is the world’s second most biodiverse country in the world, and Cali is the most biodiverse city in the country. 

				Conservation plays a key role here, and significantly influences my experiences during my stay. Even my hotel has found a way to preserve the past while providing guests with 
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				Above: Enjoying a shoeshine in the park

				Far left: Ceiba trees

				Left: Street art portrait
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				Alexander Schimmeck

			

		

		
			
				Chris GoldNY

			

		

		
			
				Ryan Anderton
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				all the amenities they expect. The Hotel Níspero is a three-story, white-washed colonial building that sits on the edge of a narrow street in the San Antonio Barrio. Stepping through the 80-year-old doors, I immediately find myself in the lobby and feel how all the earth’s elements come together to create an indoor tropical oasis within this historic site. 

				The reception desk is massive, created with three giant slabs of stone and as I wait to register, I’m offered a refreshing lemonade with mint and a chance to relax in the tranquil lobby. Sunlight pours through an opening in the ceiling. The tall trees in the courtyard reach for the sky and the vines that trail from interior balconies are reflected in the shimmering pool adjacent to the dining terrace. In that moment, I take a step back to a time when life was simpler.

				That’s a good thing as there is no elevator, but the friendly staff eagerly grab my bags and whisk them away to the third floor. As I climb a series of quirky stairways, I’m serenaded by an orchestra of tiny coqui frogs who live in the trees. The room is well appointed, and the king-sized bed looks extremely comfortable and I soon find myself lulled to sleep by their cheerful refrain. 

				Get Ready to Dance

				Speaking of music in the air, I encounter sweet notes everywhere I roam. Not surprisingly, considering Cali is the self-proclaimed Salsa Capital of the World. More than thirty-three percent of the city’s residents are Afro-Caribbean and their influence on the city’s culture is profound. Salsa is a part of their heritage, but it has evolved here, with a twist. 

				While the steps are simple, Caleños move at twice the pace of their Cuban relatives, giving the local version a decidedly unique flair. Dance schools, studios and academies abound, offering up everything from one-hour sessions to multi-week immersive courses for students who travel from afar, intent on setting their spirits free and expressing themselves through art.

				I decide to take a lesson but admit that it was both exhilarating and exhausting. However, it piqued my curiosity and I’m now on a quest to understand the music and dance that underscores every aspect of this vibrant city. Pelecanus introduces me to Alejandro, an enthusiastic Caleño who passionately shares his knowledge and zest for life with me. Over the next few 
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				“More than thirty-three percent of the city’s residents are Afro-Caribbean and their influence on the city’s culture is profound. Salsa is a part of their heritage, but it has evolved here, with a twist”

			

		

		
			
				Top left: The famous LA-33 salsa band

				Middle left: Cali from Cristo Rey Hill

				Left: Delirio dancer

				Above right: Lulada stand 
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				David Finn

			

		

		
			
				David Finn

			

		

		
			
				Klem@s
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				De la Salsa and view the Singers of Singers – an amazing piece of street art – before we end up at ‘Sin’ Street where hundreds of locals gather on Friday and Saturday nights for an open-air party where foreigners are always welcome.

				With a pep in my step, we find some shade along the Rio Cali and take our time strolling through the Parque El Gato de Tejada Columbia, Cali’s famous Cat Walk, admiring the three-ton, giant bronze cat donated by Hernando Tejada and 15 other feline statues created by local artists. 

				However, the highlight of my afternoon is our last stop at the ASOMUCAF, a cooperative that supports more than 50 women and their families. Under Maria’s watchful eye, I craft a handmade souvenir, and I’m rewarded with a small book for my efforts. What is even more rewarding is the joy I see in her eyes when I make a small purchase of a wallet, made by one of the members from their boutique. 

				That evening I’m fortunate enough to dine at one of the city’s premier restaurants, the 

			

		

		
			
				days, he will guide me to more than a few hidden gems, that I would have never found on my own. 

				The best way to explore is on foot, but before we begin a little sustenance is in order. Cali is renowned for its pandebono, a specialty bread that was recognized this year as the number one bread in the world, by Taste Atlas. Plain, stuffed with cheese or guava paste, I enjoy every morsel but bemoan the fact that the ‘Café Tinto’ that accompanies them is less than stellar. But Alejandro has a fix for that!

				We veer off into a tiny side street to the Tierradentro Cafe, where our barista extraordinaire prepares a V60 filtered coffee at our table. Rich and aromatic, this cup satisfies my cravings and now I’m ready to uncover the events that marked the evolution of salsa that brought notice to this corner of the world.

				In Jairo Varela Square, I connect to the music under a giant trumpet and learn about Varela’s iconic Niche Guayacán band. Over the next few hours, I get to play some traditional instruments, listen to vinyl records, tour the Museo Raizalles 

			

		

		
			
				“Over the next few hours, I get to play some traditional instruments, listen to vinyl records, tour the Museo Raizalles De la Salsa, and view the Singers of Singers – an amazing piece of street art before we end up at ‘Sin’ Street”
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				Far left: Tierradentro Café

				Left: El Gato by Hernando Tejada
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				David Finn

			

		

		
			
				@ tierradentrocafe
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				Sjoerd van Oosten

			

		

		
			
				Hacienda del Bosque. The 19th century colonial building and grounds have been painstakingly restored to their former glory and once again, I feel like I’m part of another era. It’s a large venue with a festive ambience. Under a canopy of sparkling lights, I feast on ceviche and garlic shrimps that are cooked to perfection. I’m tempted to linger to enjoy an Aguardiente, unquestionably Colombia’s national drink, but decide it’s best to retire to prepare for tomorrow’s adventure.

				Nourished by Nature

				At 5:45am the streets of San Antonio are quiet. I’m headed to Dapa about an hour’s drive from Cali to experience some of the best birdwatching on the planet. I’m barely awake but I snap to attention when we hit the unpaved road that leads to La Minga Ecolodge. We’re in the cloud forest, a truly magical and mystical realm and as a novice, I fear I may not spot any feathered friends, but I soon cast my doubts aside.

				As soon as I step out of the car, I hear a gentle buzz, and my eyes focus on the feeders that encircle the house. More than 17 types of hummingbirds inhabit the area, and they have all shown up today, just for me! My guide, Santiago, is a certified ornithologist who knows everything there is to know about birds including where they like to perch and the exact moment they’re about to take flight. There’s not a question that I ask that he can’t answer, but there is also knowing in the silence. 
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				Right: Morpho butterfly

				Far right: Rainbow Flyers – a pair of Brillaint hummingbirds
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				Patience is a virtue and my guide’s well runs deep. He teaches me how to sit back and find that point of stillness where I can observe and really listen. As we wander the trails, I’m thrilled to spot flower piercers, multi-coloured tanagers, emerald and crimson toucanets and even a Quetzal. Santiago tries to help me recognise individual calls but I’m too enthralled watching rainbows of colours flit from branch to branch that I simply can’t take it all in. I never expected to find birdwatching so thrilling, but I’m in heaven and may need to take up a new hobby!

				The next day, one of the hotel guests tells me about a husband-and-wife team who have spent the past 25 years turning a deforested hillside into a butterfly sanctuary. I’m intrigued by their story and contact Alejandro to ask if he can take me there and before I know it, we’re off to Mariposario Andoke.

				As soon as we arrive, we are greeted by a naturalist and head to a specially constructed, education centre to watch, through glass panes, the transformation from caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly. As one butterfly after another emerges from their shell, I have nothing but admiration for their beauty, strength and resilience. 

				As soon as they have ‘found their wings,’ the juveniles are relocated to a massive enclosure where more than 40 species feast at the guava and banana stands, in preparation for their release into the wild.

				I learn that their wings act like solar panels, using the sun’s energy to power their flight. In 

			

		

		
			
				“Santiago tries to help me RECOGNISE individual calls but I’m too enthralled watching rainbows of colours flit from branch to branch that I simply can’t take it all in. I never expected to find birdwatching so thrilling, but I’m in heaven and may need to take up a new hobby”
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				some cases, the sun even brings out their colour. For example, the morpho’s stunning blue wings turn black at night when the sun goes down. 

				When a monarch lands on my hand, I marvel that it will take four generations to make the flight that I will soon take home, and I’m reminded of a sign I once saw – difficult roads often lead to beautiful destinations!

				One of the Greatest Shows on Earth

				But Cali struts her colours and sparkles – day or night.

				Once a month, Colombia’s version of Cirque du Soleil, Delirio returns to Cali to perform its tribute to her residents’ love of salsa. I love cabarets, concerts and theatrical productions, but I’m sceptical of ‘must-see’ or ‘must-do’ attractions. However, when I realise there are more locals than tourists in attendance, I let go of my preconceived ideas and open my mind and heart to the experience. 

				Our table is beside the catwalk leading to the main stage, the perfect vantage point to not only see but feel the action. The curtain is about to go up when I’m surprised and delighted to see Alejandro slide into the last remaining seat. He explains that he never misses an opportunity to attend a performance, and soon I discover why.

				During the second act, one of the dancers taps Alejandro on the shoulder and beckons him to 

			

		

		
			
				Top: Park in the colourful village of Finlandia. Left: Ajiaco — traditional Colombian chicken soup. Bottom left: Typical neighbourhood cafe. Bottom right: Iglesia La Ermita
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				How to Get There

				Pelecanus – Luxury Golf and Bespoke Travel Advisors

				E: info@pelecanus.com.co

				W: pelecanus,com.co/en

				T: +57 321 214 6210	

				Where to Stay

				Alko Hotel Casa Níspero

				W: alkohoteles.com

				T: +57 315 363 3894

				Where to Eat

				Hacienda del Bosque

				W: haciendadelbosque.com.co

				T: +57 318 711 7755

				What to Do

				ASOMUCAF

				Asociación de Mujeres Cabeza de Familia

				Cl, 4 ##5-84

				Cali, Valle del Cauca

				La Minga Ecolodge

				W: lamingaecolodge.com

				T: +57 316 445 5183

				Mariposario Andoke

				W: Andoke.com.co

				T: +57 317 700 3512

				Delirio Tent

				W: Delerio.com.com

				T:-57 310 372 6591
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				join her for a number. He leapt from his chair and within seconds they find their rhythm. I’m mesmerised as they execute step after step with exuberance and precision. I’m breathless just watching them but he returns, beaming and reenergised. I’m left wondering if Alejandro wasn’t a dance expert masquerading as a tour guide!

				As the evening draws to a close, I gaze around the crowded theatre, and it’s clear why Cali has captured my imagination. Not a single person is seated. Everyone is standing, swaying to the beat of the Cali Pachanguero, the city’s anthem. Voices are raised in song and even though I don’t know the words, I can feel the emotion and long to add my voice to the chorus, to be part of something bigger than me. 

				Colombians love their country and Caleňos love their city even more. Their zest for living is evident by how they celebrate their heritage, traditions and their diversity of people and place that have woven together to create a city, poised to grow, and prosper, her way.

				As I reflect on what I have done in the past few days, Cali’s story is not so much a fairytale as a lesson in how people and communities working together can learn from the past to build a brighter future.

				In Cali, there are 22 Communas and salsa is a combination of 22 rhythms. Something to ponder.
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				Jorge Gutierrez
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				Lush fairways and greens contrast arid desert and the Red Sea on Somaby’s 10th and 11th holes

			

		

		
			
				Different Shade of Red

			

		

		
			
				Golf isn’t the first thing that springs to mind when you think of Egypt, but James Mason and Peter Ellegard head out to the Red Sea to tee it up in this new golfing oasis
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				Christophe Meyer
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				somabay golf

				W: somabay.com/golf

				I’m standing on the 1st tee at Somabay with the wind coming in from the sea which isn’t in view at the moment, blue skies above, perfect temperatures and a beautifully manicured fairway in front of me with a bunker placed right in the driving zone in the middle of the fairway! Gary Player is certainly making sure you warm up on the amazing practice facilities that are available at Somabay. 

				Fortunately I had taken full advantage and place my tee shot to the right of the bunker in the fairway between the rough and water on the right. This gave me a perfect 9-iron into the green, which turns out to have some very subtle breaks and is running at a nice fast pace. 

				The first par 5 on the front nine arrives at the 2nd and weighing in at 614 yards from the black tees, it really is a three-shot hole. Fortunately there are four teeing options to choose from, so pick a teeing option that will both challenge you, but one you can also enjoy playing from. I am loving the way the green fairway weaves its way through the desert with palm trees framing the holes. 

				My first glimpse of the sea arrives at the 4th hole, which heads straight down towards those waves crashing on the sand. The moment I stood on this tee I just broke out into an even bigger smile. The first of the par 3s arrives at the 5th and it is a stunning hole that has so many playing options, no wonder it is the course’s signature hole. 

				The green sits on a peninsula 207 yards away from the black tees and it is all carry over the water and has a bunker that encircles most of the green apart from a lay-up area to the left. Miss the green and bunker and your ball is hitting the rocks or taking a dip. Mr Player has given you a lay-up area to the left of the green, but it’s a tough chip shot downhill to a sloping green from that area. Fortunately I hit my hybrid pretty close and make the putt. 

				The par 4, 6th hole has the ocean crashing along the right-hand side of the fairway and anything too far right will again be taking an early bath. From there the course starts to head back inland, but that isn’t the end of the 
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				Left: Sunset over the 5th green

				Middle left: Looking back down the 6th

				Middle right: 14th green and 15th hole in the background

				Bottom: Water at the 18th hole
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				spectacular views. As you start the back nine and start heading down the 10th and 11th holes with the emerald green fairways meandering through the desert there are more sea views but this time with a mountain backdrop. The 12th is all risk and reward with two fairways to choose from. 

				The first of the par 3s on the back nine arrives at the 14th and again sees you heading back towards the sea. Played from an elevated tee with an ocean backdrop and palm trees framing the hole, it really does vie with the 5th as to which is the best par 3.

				The 15th has the ocean running along the left-hand side of the fairway and again is a risk and reward hole as there is an inlet right in the 

			

		

		
			
				driving area, so do you choose to lay-up or go for the carry. The green from the fairway looks like it is sitting right on the ocean, like an infinity pool, and if you go long here, you are back on the beach.

				The 18th sees you heading back towards the hotel and your shot into the green will require all your attention with water on the left and two bunkers guarding the front of the green. They can certainly put in some tricky pin positions and with its many contours, it is a fitting finale to what has been a wonderful day’s golf. Gary Player has produced a great golf course on an amazing piece of land. I can’t wait to play again tomorrow.
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				somabay par 3 course & practice facilities

				W: somabay.com/golf

				It’s our second day at Somabay, it’s dark and I am teeing off on the 1st hole of the par 3 course, which means that it is totally floodlit. There is music pumping and the beers are flowing, but don’t get me wrong this isn’t some random pitch and putt course. The par 3 course has a total lengths of 1,239 yards and was designed by Tim Lobb and James Edwards.

				The holes here are well designed and run through manmade dunes which give it a really nice links type of feeling. The greens, some of them raised with some severe run-offs, are running at least 10 on the stimpmeter and with some nice green complexes they certainly challenge both your putting stroke as well as your wedge to mid irons. 

				There are several bunkers that have been strategically placed and water comes into play from the 5th hole through to the 9th to various 
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				Left: 1st green, 2nd hole and the 9th island green on the par 3 course

				Below left to right: Floodlit range, floodlit par 3 course and sunset over the par 3 course

			

		

		
			
				“The short game area in my opinion is the best short game area that I have seen anywhere. The area is dedicated to 27 different types of pitch shots and named the “Short Game Zone”. you can practice anything from a lob shot, chip and run, grass bunker, bunker, downhill or uphill pitch shots”
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				degrees. Walking off the 9th green, several groups have decided they want to play again and I don’t blame them, as it is great fun. But I know I will be back out here tomorrow filming, so I am going to chill and enjoy the music with a few beers for now. 

				The short game area in my opinion is the best short game area that I have seen anywhere. The area is dedicated to 27 different types of pitch 
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				Below left: The open ended range

				Below right: The short game zone with its 27 chipping/pitching options and floodlit range in the background

			

		

		
			
				“For aspiring golf pros, top amateur golfers and those about to start a new year on tour, I think Somabay has to be a serious contender when you are looking to work on your game and get ready for the new season. The facilities along with the Gary Player course and another 18-hole course coming on stream in the next year, there really AREN’T TOO many other destinations that have the practice facilities and playing options that Somabay has to offer”
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				shots and named the “Short Game Zone”. You can practice anything from a lob shot, chip and run, grass bunker, bunker, downhill or uphill pitch shots; you name it this area will have a zone for you to practice that shot. 

				There are also stations around the different zones positioned so you can use a laptop, which enables you to video your shots and then watch them back on your computer for instant feedback 

			

		

		
			
				for yourself or with your coach. Add that to the open ended floodlit range that has Trackman and both grass and artificial grass mats to hit balls from and the numerous practice putting greens, it really is a golfers paradise. 

				For those out there who like to get their game in shape over the winter ready for summer competitions, the practice facilities here are second to none. For aspiring golf pros, top 

			

		

		
			
				amateur golfers and those about to start a new year on tour, I think Somabay has to be a serious contender when you are looking to work on your game and get ready for the new season. The facilities along with the Gary Player course and another 18-hole course coming on stream in the next year, there really aren’t too many other destinations that have the practice facilities and playing options that Somabay has to offer.
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				“12th plays slightly downhill and today downwind, but it is the Star Wars style house on the left that has all my attention, it looks fantastic and is definitely a must take photo opportunity” 

			

		

		
			
				El gouna golf club

				W: elgouna.com/things-to-do/golf

				After a hearty breakfast I am on the boat that takes you across the lagoon to the golf club. It’s a nice way to start today with the sun already offering plenty of heat. I need to warm up on the range which has floating islands at various distances and you hit floating balls out to these greens. It’s a fun way to warm up, watching your ball sail through the air and splash into the water! 

				I head to the first tee where they have six different teeing option ranging from 6,965 to 4,751 yards, so I am sure you will find a distance that will suit you while also challenging your game. Looking down the fairway it is quite wide with bunkers on the left and at 417 yards it is a 

			

		

		
			
				Top left: Star Wars house on the 12th 

				Bottom left: Practice area with Island greens 

				Below: Aerial view of the 10th and 18th holes
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				nice gentle start to the round, which continues on the 511-yards, par 5, 2nd hole. Again, it’s another wide fairway; I miss the green to the left with my second shot, but what I notice on my arrival at the green is how small it is.

				The first par 3 arrives at the 3rd, weighing in at 209 yards. There are two bunkers on the left of the raised green, with the gentle wind against it is a perfect hybrid for me, which I follow up with a missed birdie putt!

				Another par 5 arrives at the 4th and as I take a look down at the scorecard I realise there are three par 5s and three par 3s on the outward nine. The sun is out and the fairways are wide, and in great condition. It’s just a great day to be out playing golf.

				The final par 5 on the outward nine comes at the 9th hole and is played over water, with the tower bar framing the hole beautifully and at 505 yards, it’s offers a great eagle/birdie chance as 

			

		

		
			
				you head into the back nine.

				Standing on the 10th tee, I scan the scorecard to check to see if the back nine is going to have the same combination of holes, but there are only two par 3s and two par 5s on this half. 

				Then off we go again a nice gentle opening start to the back nine with another fairly wide fairway, water and bunkers down the right, and at 381 yards it gives you a chance to start the back nine well.

				From the 11th tee box you have to take a moment to soak up the views of the lagoon and the properties that are on the other side of the water. For the longer hitters this is a risk and reward, dogleg right hole and you can choose to clip off as much of the wasteland on the right as possible to get close to the green.

				The 202-yard 12th plays slightly downhill and today downwind, but it is the Star Wars-style house on the left that has all my attention. 

			

		

		
			
				It looks fantastic and is definitely a must take photo opportunity. 

				The 15th has water and wasteland down the right-hand side and again the longer hitters may want to bite off that bit extra to give themselves a nice gentle wedge into the green, which is certainly beneficial here as some of these greens are only 15 yards deep.

				Water comes into play on the last two holes running down the right-hand side on both holes and, depending on which tees you have chosen, there is water to carry on the final hole. After holing my putt, I walk off the 18th with the sun starting to get warmer and a big smile across my face. 

				Sitting outside the clubhouse with an iced flannel on my head and a cold beer in hand, it really has been the perfect way to start my day. Cheers!
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				“The hole is played to a semi-island green with water, then A waste area and three bunkers protecting the front and one at the back for anything going long; at 213 yards it is a tough hole” 

			

		

		
			
				Ancient Sands golf club

				W: elgouna.com/things-to-do/golf

				I am heading back to England this afternoon, but before I head to the airport I have time to play Ancient Sands GC, which is the new 18-hole course at El Gouna. The front nine is being seeded and will be open for play later in the year, but I am standing on the 10th tee and I am 

			

		

		
			
				Top left: Looking down the 11th hole

				Left: Plenty of hazards protecting the 13th green

				Top right: 16th green with villas

				Bottom right: Risk and reward 18th
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				already impressed with the emerald fairways weaving their path with sanded waste areas framing the hole. 

				The 10th is a par 5 weighing in at 591 yards from the back tees, but there are four teeing options here so you can go anywhere between that yardage and 481 yards. It is a gentle opener with a wide fairway with bunkering protecting the right and back of the green.

				As I stand on the 11th tee, I am liking the feel of the course with pine trees and shrubs framing the holes. I also like how the resort’s villas are designed to be set back and not too close to the 

			

		

		
			
				course. The fairways are beautifully manicured and the greens are running at a nice, fast pace. 

				The first of the par 3s arrives at the 13th and as I get to the tee a big smile breaks out across my face. The hole is played to a semi-island green with water, then a waste area and three bunkers protecting the front and one at the back for anything going long; at 213 yards it is a tough hole. I do make the green and looking down the river from the green it’s a wonderful view with all the villas framing the water. It really is a well designed golf hole.

				The 15th has more water coming into play 

			

		

		
			
				down the left with two fairway bunkers on the right and then you play over the water again to the green. The 16th is the second par 3 on this nine and is played over a waste sand area to a green that has bunkers left and right.

				The 18th is all about risk and reward on the second shot. At 566 yards, most players will be laying up and playing the hole as a three-shot hole. But longer hitters will definitely be tempted into going for the green; it really is a fitting finale. I can’t wait to see how the front nine turns out.
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				star spa

			

		

		
			
				After feeling like he’s had nearly 200,000 gallons of seawater pumped at him, our man Peter Ellegard survives to tell the tale and how he would gladly do it all over again
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				You know you’re in for a very special experience when you arrive to check into a hotel and see that the spa not only has its own building but also has a grand entrance to match that of the hotel.

				The hotel has undergone a couple of incarnations since it opened as La Residence Des Cascades Golf Resort & Thalasso Centre in 2004, while the spa is still one of the largest in the region and among the most magnificent I have ever encountered. 

				One of the first developments in the exclusive, purpose-built Red Sea resort of Somabay, 45km south of Hurghada Airport, the hotel stands on the highest point of the peninsula. From there, it serves up commanding views over the 9th and 18th holes of the Gary Player designed golf course that finish either side of a rock-lined lagoon just in front and on to the sea beyond.

				The vista is wonderfully framed through the double-height arched window that forms the focal point at the back of the hotel as you walk down the grand staircase, with the aptly-named Eagles Nest pub immediately above it giving even more spectacular panoramas from its terrace.

				After a brief spell operated as a Westin from late 2015 to mid-2018, the hotel and its spa are now again locally run, being managed by Somabay’s Egyptian owners.

				rooms

				The resort has almost 160 rooms and suites, its accommodation offerings mostly comprising a similar number of standard and deluxe rooms, besides 24 executive rooms, 15 Gary Player Suites, nine junior suites, four master suites, an Aquarius Suite, a two-bedroom Garden Suite and, largest of all, an Imperial Suite with multiple terraces and an option for up to three bedrooms.

				All rooms have either a balcony or terrace. My balcony looks out 

			

		

		
			
				Right: Somabay jetty and signpost
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				The Cascades Golf 

				Resort, Spa & Thalasso

				Somabay, Egypt

				By Peter Ellegard
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				Peter Ellegard
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				over the golf course in one direction and the outdoor pool in the other and has two comfy wooden chairs with cushions and a drinks table.

				Inside, there is a double sofa set in an alcove with windows on three sides, making the room very light and airy. There are two queen-sized beds, a wooden desk and another solid-looking unit housing the minibar and with a kettle and selection of teas and coffee, above which a flat-screen satellite TV is mounted on the wall.

				The bathroom is equally bright, light grey tiles set in a diamond pattern covering the floor and much of the walls and a large mirror over the sink. There is a separate walk-in shower as well as a bath, a bidet and the toilet.

				My only gripe is the lack of power points in the room, particularly by the desk and next to the beds. With all the electronic gizmos everyone has these days, you need to be able to charge them up simultaneously while keeping them handy. 

				RESTAURANT AND BARS

				There is one main restaurant, offering buffet-style food. While the lack of an a la carte restaurant might seem out of step with the standard of the rest of the hotel, the choice and quality of food definitely makes up for it. 

			

		

		
			
				Western and Middle Eastern cuisine is available for breakfast, also taken in the restaurant, as well as for dinner.

				The Eagles Nest on the top floor offers snacks and a limited dining menu, and is a relaxing place for an after-dinner drink or two either inside or looking out at the view from its terrace.

				Enjoy lunch and post-round drinks in the Spikes Bar next to the 18th green on the pool deck. Beachside pizzas and light bites are also available at the Seashell beach bar.

				For those who book an executive room, the Executive Lounge offers a light breakfast and lunch, afternoon high tea and free soft drinks, tea and coffee all day until 11pm.

				Another dining option is to eat outside the hotel. On my final evening, I enjoy a wonderful selection of dishes on the rooftop terrace of Sobar, a restaurant and bar overlooking Somabay marina, watching the sun setting behind the jagged mountains across the bay creating fabulous reflections in the mirror-calm water.

				SPA AND WELLNESS

				I can’t wait to try the spa after a round of golf on the Gary Player course, and it doesn’t disappoint. The Aquatonic Pool literally takes my breath 

			

		

		
			
				away. Not just for its palatial grandeur with its high ceilings and mosaic-tiled columns, but also because of the powerful water jets as I make my way round the circuit of 15 sub-divided zones within it.

				Lowering myself into the bath-warm water, I follow the guiding instructions of the attendant, first walking around a circular corridor with water jets blasting my lower half from my ankles to my waist, followed by the central section where the jets attack my feet from underneath. 

				After negotiating a deeper zone with jets that pummel my thighs and lower back, I suddenly feel the full force of the jets directing high-powered torrents at my neck, shoulders and head. The bubble pool and Aquachairs are a welcome relief before I tackle the counter-current whirlpool, my legs feeling like lead weights against the stream.

				The Aquatonic Pool contains almost 200,000 gallons of seawater, and it seems like I have been dowsed, pounded and sprayed by all of it. Yet I feel totally rejuvenated.

				The spa also has 65 treatment rooms. I have no time to fit in a treatment, but for those who do, there’s an array of massages, body scrubs and wraps, facials, beauty treatments and men’s grooming options.

				The hotel’s fitness centre is equipped with cardio and strength equipment, separate steam and sauna cabins and an outdoor Jacuzzi.

			

		

		
			
				Far left: The Cascades and golf course

				Top: Seashell beach bar

				Bottom: Sobar restaurant and bar at Somabay marina
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				Peter Ellegard
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				ACTIVITIES

				Golf takes centre stage at The Cascades. In addition to the championship golf course that surrounds it, there’s a golf academy, a floodlit par 3 course and a Scoring Arena short-game practice area. A new Tim Lobb golf course is currently under construction.

				You can also try a three-hour boat golfing trip, hitting balls from a mat at the stern of a catamaran into the Red Sea, then snorkelling to retrieve them. Sadly the wind stopped the boat from operating the day I was planning to try it.

				Among other activities on offer at Somabay are snorkelling in the clear waters to see the colourful marine life on the reef at the end of the 
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				resort’s jetty and dive trips aboard boats that head out to deeper waters.

				The Red Sea is one of the world’s top kitesurfing spots and you can try the sport year-round in the flat calm conditions of the protected bay.

				Tennis, fishing and sailing are also available, as are horse riding and desert adventures. The temples and tombs of ancient Egypt in Luxor are reachable on a day trip if you want culture and history.

				Alternatively, you can simply laze on the soft sands after a day’s golf.

				CONCLUSION

				Egypt’s Red Sea Riviera is as safe to visit as anywhere in Europe and good-value rates make it an absolute bargain at the moment.

			

		

		
			
				With its amazing leisure facilities and world-class golf on the shores of the Red Sea, The Cascades is a pleasure palace that should be high on every golfer’s holiday wish list, either with fellow golfers or a non-golfing partner.

				Golf aside, though, the spa is the real star.

				The Cascades Golf Resort, Spa & Thalasso

				Somabay, PO Box 403, Hurghada, Egypt

				T:  +20 65 3562600 

				W: thecascadeshotel.com
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				Far left: Diving off Somabay

				Middle: Sunset at Somabay marina

				Top left: Desert dune buggies

				Bottom left: Horse riding on the beach

				Below left: Somabay’s jetty and coral reef

				Below: Somabay is a top kitesurfing destination
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				An hour’s drive along the Red Sea brings me to El Gouna, which like Somabay has many different hotels, villas, apartments. I will be staying in the Steigenberger Golf Resort for the next two nights while playing the El Gouna golf course and nine holes of the new Ancient Sands Golf Club. 

				A swift check-in and then I meet the sales and marketing area director, Sandra, who I will be enjoying lunch with and she is going to show me and another guest who organises the diving courses here some of the best places to eat and drink in the resort. 

			

		

		
			
				Desert Soul

			

		

		
			
				An hour’s drive through the Egyptian desert from Somabay to El Gouna, James Mason discovers another oasis full of life, where you can choose to chill by the pool, on the beach, or party the night away
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				Steigenberger Golf Resort

				El Gouna, Egypt

				By James Mason
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				Room

				But first I head to my room and walk past the pool that sits in the middle of the resort and down towards the water. That has some beautifully designed circular bamboo loungers that you can sunbathe on by the lagoon. I have also spotted the boat that will take me across the lagoon to the El Gouna Golf Course. 

				The walkways to my room are wide and airy and as I open the door I break out into a big smile. I already knew from the design of the hotel there was a good chance the room was going to be beautiful and I certainly wasn’t disappointed. I know I should do the face dive into the pillows, but the view from the balcony was calling me and I just had to head out there first. 

				With space big enough for loungers, chairs and table looking out across the lagoon to the golf course, it really is a stunning view. The colours are mainly neutral with lots of beige, browns and sandy colours and a very welcome selection of nuts, fruits and chocolate. I do take a dive into the pillows and a nice firm bed with that wonderful smell of fresh Egyptian cotton sheets and bed linens.

				There is also a nice sofa and desk where I am writing this review from. The double wardrobes offer plenty of room and there is of course the minibar with tea, coffee, biscuits etc and the bathroom is wonderfully appointed with rainfall shower, double sinks and a soaker tub. 

				Restaurant and bars

				There are several bars and restaurants to choose from here at the Steignberger, with the Fairways Restaurant being the main eating area for breakfast as well as main meals. Then there is the Japanese Harumaki Restaurant and Lagoon Terrace. There are several bars the main Lobby Bar, Hole 19, Beach Bar, Green Bar and Golf View. There is also a bar in the tower that you can see from the resort, which I would highly recommend. It opens only for a few hours so you can watch the sunset, but it is well worth the visit and walk up the stairs to the top terrace to catch the final rays of the setting sun.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Above: My wonderfully decorated room. Below left to right: My bathroom facilities, spa plunge pool and spa massage views
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					Egypt somabay golf somabay par 3 & practice facilities el gouna golf club ancient sands golf club The Cascades Golf Resort Steigenberger Golf Resort
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				Facilities

				Apart from the golf courses on the resort there’s a spa and wellness centre, fitness club, Lagoon Beach and the main swimming pool. But you are not restricted to this hotel and there is plenty going on in El Gouna with kitesurfing, diving, motorsports, bike rentals, aerial sports, horse riding, water sports, boat rentals, padel tennis, squash and a tennis academy all available. 

				Night Life

				El Gouna comes to life as the sun starts to set around the harbour with many bars, restaurants and live music or you can just enjoy a hot dog from Bob’s hot dog truck and people watch, while watching the sun set over the harbour.

				Conclusion

				El Gouna is a well-established resort with plenty of accommodation options and while I spent most of my time away from my room, I have 
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				All images: Various views of the hotel, restaurants, pool and aerial view of the resort and the lagoon
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				to say I loved the design of my room and view at the Steigenberger Golf Resort. With international shows and lots of night life, restaurants and bars to choose from especially around the harbour, you can choose to chill out or dance the night away; but no matter what option you decide on I know you’ll want to return again.

				Steigenberger Golf Resort El Gouna

				Golf Island

				Hurghada 2

				Red Sea Governorate 84513, 

				Egypt

				T: +20 65 3580140

				W: elgouna.com

			

		

		
			
				
					Egypt somabay golf somabay par 3 & practice facilities el gouna golf club ancient sands golf club The Cascades Golf Resort Steigenberger Golf Resort
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						32 Titleist GT2 Driver
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						39 hogan FW-817 ladies
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						37 hogan fts Junior
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						35 Titleist GT3 Fairway
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				Seamless Love

			

		

		
			
				New shape, new material and a split mass construction. James Mason heads into four competitive tournaments armed with Titleist’s new GT2 driver
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				The new GT line consists of three models. GT2 is designed for speed and forgiveness across the face with a higher-MOI setup. GT3 is designed for fine-tuned speed and control, maximising distance and optimising flight. GT4 is a low-spin, 430cc driver designed to eliminate excessive spin and deliver a fast, penetrating trajectory. 

				I tested the GT2 which is aimed at most average golfers and is designed to be fast and forgiving on both on and off-centre strikes and help those who struggle to find a consistent impact point on the clubface. 

				The GT2’s upgraded Speed Ring and Variable Face Technology, along with the club’s higher MOI design, give the driver more stability, helping you achieve faster ball speeds across the face from off-centre strikes.

				The driver shape has been refined to help with aerodynamic performance and is longer 

			

		

		
			
				Technology

			

		

		
			
				from front-to-back and slightly shallower than previous models, all while still keeping its classic pear-shape design. An interchangeable weight in the rear position allows you to have more control over head-weight and swing-weight for a more personalised performance and feel. 

				A new ultra-lightweight design has been made possible due to the use of the new Proprietary Matrix Polymer, which gives the driver its Seamless Thermoform Crown. This weight saving technology means internal weighting can now be adjusted to improve speed and MOI. This split mass construction means by pushing some weight low and, forward the GT2 optimises speed and spin rates, while simultaneously moving the rest of the weight saving back in the clubhead for increased MOI for more forgiveness

			

		

		
			
				Seamless Thermoform Crown

			

		

		
			
				Split Mass Construction

			

		

		
			
				Improved Aerodynamics
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				Conclusion

				I played with the GT2 driver and 3-wood over four competitive rounds of golf at Farleigh Golf Club where I am a member. I think that statement alone gives you an indication of how much I thought of the new GT2s, as I never dropped them out of my bag after the first competitive round I played in. 

				I have always been impressed with the look of Titleist drivers and the new longer, but shallower head and classic-pear shape design sat perfectly behind the ball, inspiring confidence. I loved the sound at impact and while a new material may have been used, the R&D guys have been able to keep that classic Titleist sound and feel at impact.

				But I wanted to know, and I am sure you do too, does all of this technology mean I get a few more yards to my drives? In a word, yes it does. What I was also impressed with was the forgiveness and so too were my playing partners. When I thought I had hit a bad drive, I look up to see it still sailing down the middle. Which means I would make sure you get the Titleist GT2 in your hands and on your testing list if you are in the market for a new driver, or if you haven’t purchased a new driver in the last five years.

			

		

		
			
				
					
						video review 

						make/Model Titleist GT2

						Shaft Tensei Blue

						Flex 55 Stiff

						Loft 10°

						SET UP C1

						RRP £579 / €699 / $649
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					Enter the Matrix

				

			

			
				
					James Mason discovers Titleist new weight saving Proprietary Matrix Polymer material and drops it straight in the deep-end by testing it while playing in four consecutive competition rounds
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				Technology

				Like the GT2 driver, the fairway metal utilises the same Proprietary Matrix Polymer which is about five times lighter than steel but the Titleist engineers have managed to maintain that classic sound and feel at impact.

				The seamless crown design helps give the fairway metal a classic look and the weight saving has helped the designers to be able to reposition the centre of gravity lower and closer to the face, producing higher launch with lower spin.

				Forged L-Cup Face

				The clubface has been designed to improve performance on strikes low on the face. A new forged 465 Stainless Steel insert – which is one of the strongest steels that exists – has allowed the designers to go really thin with L-Cup Face. And this wraps around the bottom of the club and helps preserve ball speed and eliminate excessive spin while enhancing the sound and feel. 

				Tour-Inspired Shaping 

				Engineers have flattened the sole curvature from heel to toe, which gives the head the appearance of sitting lower at address. Heel or toe strikes now also hit higher on the face which aids with forgiveness.
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						video review 

						Titleist GT2 Fairway

						loft 16.5°

						set up C2

						Shaft Project X Denali Red 60

						weight 60g

						Flex Stiff

						RRP £349 / €379 / $399
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				Conclusion

				From my first hit with the 15° 3-wood that I was testing I was sold, as the ball took off towards the green everything about it felt right. The ball flight first, the sound and feel at impact, but the distance that I had achieved when it landed and started to roll out. I was very impressed. 

				From that moment on I couldn’t wait until I pulled it out of the bag the next time it was called upon. I loved the way it sat behind the ball and the look at address just inspires confidence, and once you see the ball flight, I know like me you will be impressed.

				The GT2 Fairway wood needs to be on your testing list, if you are in the market for a new fairway woods. Once you get the GT2 in your hands and see that ball flight and the sound and feel at impact you will understand how impressed I was on that first hit.
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				The Kids Are Alright

			

		

		
			
				Ben Hogan Golf have launched a range of golf sets aimed at junior golfers both boys and girls. Farleigh Golf Club junior golfer Ruben Adams puts the 9-12 year old set to the test
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				Technology

			

		

		
			
				Finding the right set of golf clubs for a youngster just starting out on their golfing journey is vital if they are to not only enjoy the game, but also perform to the best of their ability.

				With that in mind,Hogan Golf have introduced a comprehensive range of Junior Package Sets that have been designed to help boys and girls from Three years old, right up to 12-plus.

				Drivers in each age category are made from premium materials that feature enlarged sweet-spots and lighter shafts. 

			

		

		
			
				Over-sized, high-launching stainless steel irons are matched with ultra-forgiving mallet-style putter.

				Hogan Golf’s FTS Junior Package Sets have separate designs for boys (black/silver) and girls (black/turquoise) and are all geared to help children of all ages to grow into the game and inspire confidence.

				Each of the three age-related sets (3-5, 6-8, 9-12) comes with a Hogan branded lightweight stand bag that can be carried or placed on a trolley.

			

		

		
			
				One of the things I hear when talking to parents about getting their children into golf is the cost, but with the starter 3-5 age group coming in at £89.99, the 6-8 age range coming in at £119.99 and then the 9-12 age group, which Ruben tested for us coming in at £139.99. All this means golf can now compete with many other sports when it comes to cost. 

				Here are Ruben’s thoughts...

				The clubs have improved how far I hit 

			

		

		
			
				Conclusion

			

		

		
			
				shots and how well I hit them. I think they have made a big improvement in my golf game.

				It’s really hard to choose my favourite club as I like all of them, but maybe the driver or the – hybrid and my first hits with the driver were 250 yards ( Correction by his Dad: it was more like 150 yards!).

				Check out Ruben’s thoughts and him testing the clubs on the video link below.

			

		

		
			
				
					
						video review 

						Hogan Golf

						set FTS

						Age group 9-11 years

						RRP £139.99 / €379 / $399
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				Girls Just Want 

				to Have Fun

			

		

		
			
				We asked Monica Afi Akakpo, who is fairly new to the game of golf and has been using a secondhand half set she purchased when taking up the game, to test the new Hogan FW-817 set for us over the summer. Here are her thoughts...
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				I was asked to review the Hogan FW817 women’s golf clubs this summer by James from planetgolfreview.com. I am not new to the game of golf and have been playing for a short while, but this is my first full set of golf clubs, having previously used secondhand half sets. 

				Since I have been playing with the Hogan FW817s I’ve seen great improvements in my game. The clubs have given me excellent control, balance, and power, making my every shot feel effortless. 

				The cart bag is lightweight so it’s also perfect for carrying as well as using on a 

				trolley or buggy and comes with plenty of pockets for accessories – and I really loved the colours. 

				I now have more options to choose from when playing different shots, which has helped my confidence and decision making over the ball. The big selling point for me as a beginner is price. This plays a big part as you don’t know if you are going to stick with playing the game. 

				At this price point I think for ladies who are just taking up the game, the Hogan FW817s are not only a well designed set of golf clubs, but also offer fantastic value for money.

			

		

		
			
				Conclusion

			

		

		
			
				
					
						video review 

						Hogan Golf FW-817 set

						Driver Forged titanium 12°

						3 wood Hyper steel 15°

						hybrids Hyper steel 21° & 24°

						irons Cavity back 6-SW

						putter Mallet-style

						RRP £369.99 / €440.99 / $499.99
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					Technology

				

			

			
				
					Hogan Golf’s new range of packaged sets has a choice of three sets that will suit every level of golfer, from beginner to low handicapped golfers and every player in between.

					They feature premium materials, including lightweight titanium heads and quality steel and graphite shaft options, for left- and right-handed female golfers. The Hogan Golf range means you have everything you need including bag and head covers to hit the first tee – all you will need to add is golf balls and tees.

					We tested the Hogan Golf FW-817 set 

				

			

			
				
					which is comprised of a forged titanium 12° Driver, hyper steel 15° fairway wood, two hyper steel 21° and 24° hybrids, 6-SW easy-hitting cavity back irons and a mallet-style putter. The woods and irons are fitted with lightweight graphite shafts, offering the perfect set to help women golfers play their best golf.

					The set is completed by a stylish and spacious Hogan-branded cart bag, which features a 14-way, graphite-friendly organiser top, three front storage pockets, as well as the five side zipper compartments. 
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				As we move into autumn and winter you will be playing more of your bunker shots from wet sand. Paul Babbage shows you the technique needed to execute the shot perfectly, helping you reduce your score

			

		

		
			
				wet bunker shots
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				Step one: Setup

				● feet roughly shoulder width apart

				● ball position opposite left heel

				● club starts one inch to the right of the ball

				● close clubface

			

		

		
			
				Step two: Swing 

				● half or 3/4 length swing back and through

				● closing the clubface gives less bounce enabling a steeper divot
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				pro tip
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				Paul babbage

				PGA ProfessionalFarleigh Golf Club

				T: +44 1883 627711

				W: farleighfox.co.uk

				E: paul@farleighfox.co.uk

				social media

				Instagram: paulbabbagegolf

				Facebook: Paul Babbage

				YouTube: GolfingSense
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					morocco Coaching Trip

					with Paul Babbage

					16th February 2025

					● 4 nights’ at Hôtel du Golf Rotana on 

						an All-Inclusive basis

					● Return group airport transfer from/

						to Marrakech**

					● 3 rounds on Golf Club Rotana 

						Palmaraie 

					● 2 hours coaching with unlimited 

						balls for 3 days

					**	For the trip to take place a minimum of 8 amateurs are required

					full details Contact: 

					Natalie Scott

					E: info@clubgolf-holidays.com 

					T: +44 (0)7730 624888

					W: clubgolf-holidays.come, 
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				Video watch: Watch Paul explain and illustrate the technique needed to execute this shot to escape from wet sand while adding control to the shot. In this video Paul works with 16-handicap golfer Steve to show you how to play this shot

			

		

		
			
				Step three: Outcome 

				● club needs to work harder to dig into the sand to get under the ball
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				pro tip

			

		

		
			
				Shain Johnson

				PGA ProfessionalFarleigh Golf Club

				T: +44 1883 627711

				W: farleighfox.co.uk

				E: shain@farleighfox.co.uk

				social media

				Instagram: @shainjohnsongolf

				Twitter: @shainJGolf

				YouTube: shainJohnsongolf
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				The ability to disassociate your upper body and lower body during the golf swing is a key technique for power and consistency. Shain Johnson gives you drills to help improve your disassociation

			

		

		
			
				Disassociation=

				Power and Consistency
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				Step two: By trying this you can figure out two things; is this a mobility or stability issue? If you can do it easily by stabilising your upper body it’s a stability issue and you probably need to work on your core strength. If you can’t rotate them easily with the shoulders stabilised then it’s a mobility issue and need to work on your mobility

			

		

		
			
				Step one: A quick test to see if you are able to do it, stand in 5-iron set up with a club across your shoulders, trying to keep your shoulders still, while rotating your hips. If you can do this great, if you find it quite difficult, stabilise your upper body either on a counter top or a wall. Practice this nice and slowly and control the movement. Once this becomes easier, take your hands and place on shoulders and try rotating them again

			

		

		
			
				Video watch: Find out how you can unlock more power and consistency in your golf swing, and the drill you need to do to access those hidden distance gains
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				Step Three: By focusing on these concepts and drills, you’ll improve your ability to disassociate the upper and lower body, creating a more powerful, efficient golf swing
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				Everybody wants more power, distance and consisteny, here is the key to unlock yours
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				book review

			

		

		
			
				Roderick easdale

				Author and Journalist

				Summer at Tangentsis available from all good bookshops and bookseller websites

				Paperback RRP: £8.99

				e-book RRP: £3.99

				social media

				Twitter: @RoderickEasdale
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				Summer at Tangents is a brilliant comic golf novel written by Roderick Easdale and published by Brindle Books

			

		

		
			
				I Know What You Did Last Summer

			

		

		
			
				Summer at Tangents is a superb comic novel set in the decaying village of Tangents which is dominated by its struggling golf club. When the local church is threatened with closure, one of the vicar’s good friends, Willoughby, a crafty golf club committeeman, sets out to save the church in imaginative ways which involve duping almost everyone along the way. 

				Meanwhile fresh-out-of-university Harry has moved to Tangents to pursue his ambition to be a writer and, as he confides to a fellow member, to forget a girl.

				“Really? I moved here years ago to forget, too.”

			

		

		
			
				“How did that work out?”

				“I can’t remember.”

				Harry enters into club life with enthusiasm but naivety, and gets cheated by the local villain, a club member. But gradually he becomes more assured in his new setting and becomes a willing accomplice in Willoughby’s schemes and quietly plots his revenge.

				One of the other subplots involves the vicar’s attempts to win a club trophy, despite, in the words of his friend, having “all the composure on the green of a man being tasered whilst disco dancing during an earthquake.”

			

		

		
			
				Synopsis

			

		

		
			
				conclusion

			

		

		
			
				Roderick Easdale, a golf writer of long experience, clearly knows his way around golf clubs and depicts the actions of a cast of colourful and entertaining characters with a real eye for their absurdities, frailties and mostly well-intentioned natures in this witty, warm-hearted, beautifully written, cleverly told story. 
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						45 Portmarnock Resort
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				Stay,Play & Spa

			

		

		
			
				.com

			

		

		
			
				view

			

		

		
			
				revie
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						49 THE WESTIN RANCHO MIRAGE resort 
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				The days of highway robbers may be in 

				the past but Peter Ellegard certainly 

				found plenty of 

				whiskey to satisfy 

				his taste buds on 

				arrival at the Portmarnock Resort
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				Whiskey 

				in the 

				Jar

			

		

		
			
				portmarnock resort

				County Dublin, Ireland

				By Peter Ellegard
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				Entering my first-floor room at Portmarnock Resort, I spy a boxed set of four Jameson miniatures thoughtfully left on the table in front of the bay window with a branded glass, water jug and spirit measure as a welcome gift.

				It would be rude not to imbibe, so I pour myself a glass of Jameson Black Barrel whiskey, add a touch of water and toast the Jameson family while sitting and taking in the glorious panorama of dunes, the Velvet Strand beach and the sun-drenched Irish Sea.

				After all, if it wasn’t for them the resort, its renamed Jameson Links golf course and the revered, neighbouring Portmarnock Golf Club course wouldn’t exist.

				The building around which the hotel has grown became the Jameson family home in 1847 when it was known as St Marnocks and John Jameson III, the grandson of the Dublin distillery company’s founder, moved there with his wife and four children, a fifth being born in the house four years later.

				The railway’s arrival meant that he could easily travel in from the countryside to the city centre distillery to oversee operations there. After his death, his son John Jameson IV had the 

			

		

		
			
				Top left: Jameson Bar cocktail

				Top right: Hotel lobby

				Left: Junior suite
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				house rebuilt with 10 bedrooms in 1895, adding the family crest of a ship in full sail and the Latin motto Sine Metu – Without Fear – incorporated into the building. That same crest adorns every bottle of Jameson whiskey today.

				Part of the crest is still visible on the old part of the hotel, while the dates of 1847 and 1895 are inscribed above the original entrance.

				Another plaque with a Latin motto, Lux Amor Pax – meaning Light, Love and Peace – was gifted by England’s King Edward VII on a visit with Queen Alexandra in 1907 to mark the coming together of two distilling empires when Jameson Whiskey founder John Jameson and Margaret Haig of Scotland’s Haig Whisky family married in 1788. 

				The plaque adorns a wall of the Secret South Garden while the motto is used throughout the resort.

				ROOMS

				There are 131 rooms, offering views out to the sea, the Jameson Golf Links course and the garden courtyard and they range from Classic to Deluxe, Family and Suites, including a Bridal Suite.

			

		

		
			
				My room is a Classic and has a king-size bed, dark wood desk and adjoining drawer unit with tea and coffee-making facilities, a flat-screen TV and desktop fan plus the circular table by the window and the comfy armchair.

				The bathroom, by Villeroy & Boch, is compact but plenty big enough for me and has a large walk-in shower with rain shower head. 

				RESTAURANTs AND BARs

				The hotel has three dining venues. Breakfast is served daily as a buffet in The 1780, named for the date when John Jameson began distilling Irish whisky in Dublin. It can be hired out for lunch and dinner.

				The Seaview, which looks out across the Irish Sea to the uninhabited Ireland’s Eye island, serves light lunches, afternoon tea and seafood dinners. Afternoon tea can also be taken in the Secret South Garden, where the Jamesons entertained guests.

				The Jameson Bar offers tasty lunch and dinner bar food, including local Howth seafood chowder and Irish beef and Guinness stew. It also has a well-stocked bar, serving drinks from whiskeys galore to a variety of cocktails, 
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				Right: Sunrise view over the Velvet Strand beach and Irish Sea
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				among them a Portmarnock Bees Knees that blends Portmarnock Irish honey syrup with zesty Italian gin and lemon juice.

				A painted, arched ceiling greets you as you enter the Jameson Bar through the revolving entrance door, while portraits of John and Margaret Jameson – reproductions of originals now hanging in the National Gallery of Ireland – hang above the marble fireplace on the magnificent wood-panelled wall.

				Next to the pro shop, the Snug Bar is a great place to wind down after your round in its deep armchairs and down a Guinness or two.

				Just beyond the Secret Garden is the An Sibin Pub. A great little hideaway with rough brick interior walls and a roaring fire, it can be hired for special occasions or by groups of golfers for pre-dinner drinks.

				SPA AND WELLNESS

				The bijou Spa at Portmarnock only has three treatment rooms. But it is a haven of relaxation, and I was on Cloud Nine after my 60-minute Sports Therapy Massage by therapist Emily. The perfect way to ease my tight muscles after 

			

		

		
			
				two rounds of golf on consecutive days.

				Other treatments available include Elemis destress and deep tissue massages, Swedish massage, salt scrub, frangipani body nectar wrap and holistic treatments such as reflexology and Hopi ear candling.

				One spa treatment I didn’t have time to try but will definitely do so on a future visit with my partner is a Voya seaweed bath, featuring two roll top copper tubs in which you both enjoy a bath of organic, hand-harvest Atlantic seaweed while listening to guided meditation. The 90-minute session also includes a bespoke massage and a take-home seaweed package.

				The gym features TechnoGym equipment including treadmills, an exercise bike and body strength machine.

				ACTIVITIES

				Moving to St Marnock allowed John Jameson III to indulge in his hobby of golf and he built his own private course among the wild, windswept dunes in the 1850s. That laid the foundation for the creation of Portmarnock Golf Club’s course, which has hosted 19 Irish Opens in 

			

		

		
			
				“One spa treatment I didn’t have time to try but will definitely do so on a future visit with my partner is a Voya seaweed bath, featuring two roll top copper tubs in which you both enjoy a bath of organic, hand-harvest Atlantic seaweed while listening to guided meditation. The 90-minute session also includes a bespoke massage and a take-home seaweed package”
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				Left: Voya seaweed bath

				Right, top to bottom: Food and drinks in the Jameson Bar
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				its 130-year history, on the southern part of the peninsula.

				Three holes of the original private course were later incorporated into an 18-hole resort course created in 1995 by Bernhard Langer. A multi-million euro renovation by Portmarnock Resort’s new owners in 2023 resulted in a major revamp of the final 10 holes and moving the first tee box so that golfers now avoid hitting drives into the cemetery alongside the fairway where several of the Jamesons are laid to rest. The name was also changed to Jameson Golf Links to highlight the historic connection.

				Dublin is 20 minutes away by train, with 
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				Left and below: Jameson Bar

				Bottom: Snug Bar

			

		

		
			
				Portmarnock station a short taxi ride away. There, you can enjoy everything the city has to offer, including visiting the home of Guinness at the St James’ Gate Brewery and the Jameson Distillery on Bow Street, now a museum after production was moved to County Cork.

				Enjoy the pubs and fresh seafood of nearby towns Howth and Malahide, and stroll the wide sands of Velvet Strand.

				CONCLUSION

				While the formal connection between Portmarnock and the Jamesons ended when the family sold the house in 1945, the historic link 
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				“Dublin is 20 minutes away by train, with Portmarnock station a short taxi ride away. There, you can enjoy everything the city has to offer, including visiting the home of Guinness at the St James’ Gate Brewery and the Jameson Distillery on Bow Street”
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				Right: Jameson Bar entrance

				Below top: The 1780

				Below middle: Secret Garden

				Below bottom: Hotel lobby

			

		

		
			
				between them permeates the entire resort.

				The old and new, with modern additions that include a glass box entrance and spacious lobby with a soaring ceiling, are the perfect blend.

				Just like my Jameson.

				Cheers!

				Portmarnock Resort

				Strand Road, Portmarnock

				County Dublin, 

				Ireland, D13V2X7

				T: +353 1 846 0611

				W: portmarnock.com
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				THE WESTIN RANCHO MIRAGE GOLF RESORT 

				& SPA

				Rancho Mirage, California, USA

				By Peter Ellegard

			

		

		
			
				The playground of presidents and stars but unfortunately for Peter Ellegard there was no one waiting for him to sing Happy Birthday Mister President when he arrived in Rancho Mirage after his 12-hour flight followed by a long drive, but there was a king-sized Westin Heavenly Bed

			

		

		
			
				Swinging on a Star
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				Right: Spa 

				treatment room
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				One of nine cities in California’s Coachella Valley, Rancho Mirage has long been associated with stars and presidents. Indeed, one of its nicknames is “Playground of the Presidents” for the number of presidents who have lived in or frequently visited it.

				Gerald Ford and First Lady Betty Ford were residents for 30 years after he left office and he died at his Rancho Mirage home in 2006. Meanwhile, regular visitors there included Dwight D Eisenhower, John F Kennedy, Richard Nixon, George W Bush, Bill Clinton, Ronald Reagan, Jimmy Carter, George H W Bush and Barack Obama, the latter two hosting global summits there as well.

				Rancho Mirage has also been home to such celebrities as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bing Crosby, Sammy Davis Jr, Bob Hope, Ginger Rogers, Buddy Rich and Lucille Ball.

				It remains just as popular today with tourists, who are lured by the desert climate, the appeal of nearby Palm Springs – Rancho Mirage is part of Greater Palm Springs – and extensive leisure facilities that include more than 110 golf courses in the area, many of them created by golf legends.

				Golf resorts abound, among the most popular being The Westin Rancho Mirage, which has its own course on property, designed by the late, great Pete Dye.

				I head straight there from Los Angeles following my transatlantic flight, 

			

		

		
			
				arriving late in the evening thanks to gridlocked freeways in LA making the drive a near four-hour grind.

				At check-in, besides my room key I’m given a bag of toffee popcorn, which I happily munch when I get to my first-floor room as the restaurant and bar have stopped serving food and I don’t want to wait for room service.

				ROOMS

				I make a beeline for the king-sized bed. I have been travelling for 24 hours and it’s the equivalent of 5.30am for me. Not only that, it’s a Westin Heavenly Bed. Introduced in 1999, they are some of the most comfortable beds I have ever slept in. I take a nosedive onto it and within seconds I’m in dreamland.

				Next morning, I make myself a coffee using the room’s coffee machine and drink it while sitting on my balcony looking out over the palm tree-lined 14th fairway that goes past my accommodation block.

				The hotel was built in 1987 at the same time as the golf course and is spread out over 365 acres. It has 512 rooms and suites, laid out in several blocks a short walk from all the resort’s facilities. 

				It’s my second time staying here, having previously done so eight years ago – although it rebranded from The Westin Mission Hills as it was then 
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				Top and bottom left: Chairman’s Suite

				Left: One of the resort’s three outdoor pools

				Right: Aerial view of the restort

			

		

		
			
				following an $18 million dollar revamp in 2022. It has been a Westin since 1991.

				My air-conditioned room is spacious and has a desk for me to work at, although the dark wood furniture feels somewhat dated despite the revamp. There is a large TV on the wall, mini fridge, safe, iron and ironing board, and free bottled water. The bathroom has a double vanity sink and a shower over the bath – not my favourite, but the shower is powerful. There’s a bathrobe but no slippers, which is standard in American hotels.

				RESTAURANT AND BARS

				The resort has several outlets offering inside and al fresco dining. 

				Open daily until 10pm, although last orders for the kitchen are at 9pm, Pinzimini is the main restaurant and serves breakfast as well as Tuscan-inspired cuisine for lunch and dinner. 

				Pinz and Pints is a fun venue that combines bar food, draught beer, wines and spirits with a four-lane bowling alley and classic arcade games. Again it is open daily until 10pm.

				The Fireside Lounge, alongside the 18th hole of the golf course, stays open from 3pm until midnight and serves light meals and drinks, with live music every Friday and Saturday evening. 

				Enjoy poolside breakfast, lunch and drinks at Las Brisas Bar, while 
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				the Chef’s Secret Window serves takeaway meals. A tasty breakfast burrito from there kept me going during my round on the Dye course.

				SPA AND WELLNESS

				The full-service spa and salon features nine massage rooms, three facial rooms, a therapy pool, men’s and women’s’ locker rooms each with eucalyptus steam rooms, a relaxation lounge and a couple’s treatment room.

				After my round, my knotted muscles are eased with a soothing deep tissue massage. Special season-inspired treatments use oils infused with different scented herbs and spices. Yogalates sessions, combining yoga and Pilates, are offered weekly.

				A well-equipped fitness room includes weight equipment, Peloton spin bikes and treadmills.

				There are three themed outdoor pools, one with a waterslide, where you can laze on sunloungers or in cabanas.
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				Right: Bowling alley in Pinz and Pints

				Far right: Fireside Lounge
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				ACTIVITIES

				The 6,700-yard Pete Dye course was renovated in 2013 and feature his trademark railway sleepers lining bunkers and water hazards. The nearby peaks of the San Jacinto Mountains form the backdrop to several holes and glow a multitude of hues in the early sun when I play.

				There are 12 pickleball courts and three floodlit tennis courts at the resort. Rental bikes are available and there are walking and jogging trails throughout the resort grounds.

				Just nine miles away is Palm Springs, where downtown transforms into the Palm Springs VillageFest every Thursday evening between June and September, featuring entertainers and stalls selling street food, jewellery and art. 

				Joshua Tree National Park is an hour away from The Westin by road and is well worth a visit, especially late in the day to catch the sun setting behind its primeval-looking namesake trees and the sky full of stars once darkness sets in.
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				Below - top row, left to right: Pickleball courts; fitness room; poolside cabana; dusk in Joshua Tree National Park
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				Kids’ activities include the daily feeding of its resident giant tortoises and a kids club.

				CONCLUSION

				The Westin Rancho Mirage ticks all the boxes if you’re looking for an oasis of comfort to stay at and play, right in the heart of one of America’s top golf areas.

				What’s more, you’ll be following in the footsteps of countless presidents and stars.

				The Westin Rancho Mirage Golf Resort & Spa

				71333 Dinah Shore Drive, 

				Rancho Mirage, California 92270

				T: +1 760 328 5955

				W: westinranchomirage.com
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